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Building Community Through The Four Agreements 
by Elizabeth Thompson—Sunday, March 8 

Elizabeth Thompson, a member of our congrega-

tion, will talk about the transformative power of 

Don Miguel Ruiz’ The Four Agreements. Ruiz  

explains that we have been domesticated to the 

point of being far from our true spiritual selves. By following the Agree-

ments, one becomes free and uncontaminated by the thousands of voices 

that lead us away from who we really are. Elizabeth will also explore how 

our individual adoption of the agreements could bring about a greater sense 

of community within our congregation. 

Sunday 

Sermon 

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30. 
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Sunday Children’s Programs 

Nursery care will be provided during  

both services. During the 11:00 service, 

Emily Atkinson  and Heather Layton will 

conduct Creating Home in the class-

room for children ages 4 to 8. 

Don’t miss   

services on  

Sunday! Turn  

your clock  

ahead   

Saturday night! 



UU Film on Wednesday 
Our film journey through 2000 years of UU 

history will conclude with the film Unitarian 

Universalism (1961 to the present) to be 

shown in the Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. on 

March 11.  

Off the Wall — a message from our minister 

Keeping Our Eyes on the Prize—by Rev. Ernie Mills 

I have heard many good things about Susan Freeman’s meditation on 

February 8. Several members of UUTC have shared with me personally 

how it helped them wrap their hearts and minds around change and  

transition, especially the upcoming change/transition surrounding my  

retirement and the arrival of the new person who will replace me. It is a 

good thing that we are all working on the process and readying ourselves 

for the changes.  

It is a good thing because it tells me that my ministry here at UUTC has been successful in the 

sense that it has empowered the community to move forward and see this transition as an oppor-

tunity. I am going to give away some of the thoughts I will be sharing on my last Sunday in the 

UUTC pulpit.  

The first is from one of my favorite readings in our hymnal, number 569, Stand by this Faith, by 

Olympia Brown. That reading reminds us that this Unitarian Universalist faith we stand by is great-

er than any one of us. It is greater than you and greater than me. Together as a community we 

“work for a great true principle.” Throughout the changes and transition we must inevitably pass 

though, we keep our eyes on this message. That is what we are here for; it is our high calling. 

We will bring that Sunday service to a close by singing together Hymn 318, We Would Be One. I 

love the words in the hymn “we would be one as now we join in singing our hymn of love, to 

pledge ourselves anew . . . ” Every change and transition is an opportunity to pledge ourselves 

anew to that high cause. That high cause is greater than any one of us, greater than you and 

greater than me, your minister.  

As we journey though this transition let us keep being a community that lives and is guided by a 

high cause at the center of our focus. Let us keep our eyes on that prize. 

 
 

“To commit to creating a prophetic 

congregation today is to grapple 

with what it means to take responsi-

bility for creating the holy right here 

on earth.” 

Meg Riley, UU Clergy 



Spiritual Formation in the UU Tradition — Starts March 25 

The UUTC Adult Religious Exploration Team decided in December that it 

wanted to focus its offerings in the first quarter of 2015 on those things that 

were most important to Ernie, given his imminent retirement. He  

selected The Long Strange Trip (the UU history video series that  

concludes on March 11) and Spiritual Formation in the UU Tradition.  

Ernie  will facilitate a four-week class on Spiritual Formation in the UU  

Tradition from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary beginning Wednesday, 

March 25, and continuing weekly through Wednesday, April 15.  

The course explores what is meant by "spiritual" and engages the participants in a process of  

examining and forming their spiritual lives based on the Principles and Sources of Unitarian  

Universalism. 

The Long Strange Trip video series has been well attended, with between 20 and 25 members and 

friends enjoying the video and follow-up discussion facilitated by Ernie. The Adult Religious Explo-

ration Team hopes for a similar response to Spiritual Formation. 

A sign-up sheet is available in the lobby.  

 

Next Week at UUTC 

Christians in Exile – Mon 3/9 @ 3:30 pm 

Mindfulness Group – Mon 3/9 @ 7:00 pm 

Men’s Group – Tue 3/10 @ 9:00 am 

Eclectics Jam – Wed 3/11 @ 9:00 am 

UU Film Series – Wed 3/11 @ 5:00 pm  

Soup & Soul – Wed 3/11 @ 6:00 pm  

Living Wage – Thur 3/12 @ 10:00 am  

UUTC Board Meeting – Thur 3/12 @ 7:00 pm  

UUTC Members and Friends 

may request a free PDF  

version of the  

2015 Members and  

Friends Photo Directory. 

Send your request to  

uutcadmin@comporium.net. 

UUTC Volunteer Openings: A Part of Stewardship 

Membership Team Two Team Members Contact Susan Slocum at suslocum@yahoo.com 

Social Action Team Team Leader   Contact Sue Null at suenull@rice.edu 



Please Let Us Know! 

Please let UUTC know when you or a 

family member is hospitalized. Hos-

pitals are no longer allowed to notify 

churches of hospitalizations, even 

when patients indicate their church 

membership on the admission form.  

You can share information with the  

office administrator and, with your  

permission, it will be shared with the  

minister and the care team.  

Children’s Religious Exploration 

There was a great turn-out of 16 participants 

and four adult helpers for the Kick-Off cele-

bration of CREATING HOME, a UUA Tapes-

try of Faith curriculum. Thanks to Emily  

Atkinson for her planning and enthusiasm, 

to Ted Heimerdinger for continuing to be 

such a supportive volunteer, and to Alix  

Berenzy for volunteering her time and  

talent.  

In their first session the children individual-

ized a name stone, learned about thresholds, 

and took a meditative walk in a labyrinth. 

Then they had a party, enjoying friendship 

and refreshments. It was a great day! 

CRE needs additional assistance with the 

youth when it conducts Creating Home  

during the 11:00 service on the following 

Sundays: 3/15, 3/29, 4/19, 5/3 and 5/17. 

Contact Heather at creuutc@gmail.com. 

The OWL group (Our Whole Lives) is taking 

a road trip to The Mountain Retreat and 

Learning Center in Highlands, NC, for our 

second OWL retreat. They will leave Friday 

evening and return Saturday evening.  

We are more than half-way through the  

OWL program, learning so much and having 

fun along the way. Please wish us safe  

travels! And mark your calendars to attend a 

Closing Ceremony during the 9:30 service 

on March 29. We will recognize the partici-

pants’ dedication to OWL and celebrate the 

completion of the program. 

Loving Hearts and Helping Hands 

We are so fortunate 

to have a loving 

care team of nine 

active members at 

UUTC. So many of 

us have received a 

beautiful card, a call, a meal, or transporta-

tion at times of need, and have been invited 

to special teas and events. 

In the Spring 2015 edition of UUWorld, Pres-

ident Peter Morales writes about seeing a 

tee-shirt with the words: “You can pretend 

to care. You can’t pretend to show up.” 

Loving Hearts and Helping Hands shows up! 

Thank you Susan Bir, Cantey Carpenter, 

Joan Craddock, Lynn Halsey, Linda 

Hauschild, Betty Kendrick, David Parker, 

Nancy Potter, and Ann Rabb. 

 

mailto:creuutc@gmail.com


Creating Home  

Kick-Off Photos  

from last Sunday. 

Parents’  

Valentine 

Night Out 

February 13 



You, Me & UUTC 
Would you like to know more about Unitarian Universalism, UUTC, and what it means to be a 

member or friend? Please consider attending the You, Me & UUTC class that is scheduled for  

Saturday, March 21.  

The day is divided into mini-sessions in which you will meet UUTC 

leaders, learn about the workings of our ministry, participate in activities, 

and get to know other class members.  

Lunch and child care will be provided. Please contact Elizabeth  

Thompson at etville@-gmail.com for more information. 

 

Recent Losses 
We are saddened by the very recent deaths 

of three people who were part of our UUTC 

family and connections.  

Renee Braun, wife of Arnond Braun, a faith-

ful member of the Tuesday Men’s group, 

passed away on February 26 after a long  

illness. 

Chuck Sklar, who, along with his wife  

Susan, was a Friend of the congregation, 

passed away on February 27 after a long ill-

ness. 

David Post, a Friend of the congregation, 

passed away of an apparent heart attack on 

February 28.  

Coffee and Chocolate Sale 

I don't take success and  

failure seriously. The only 

thing I do seriously is march 

forward. If I fall, I get up and 

march again. 

Kareena Kapoor Khan 

Please stop by 

this Sunday to 

stock up on  

c o f f e e  a n d 

chocolate. It will 

be a good time 

to get Easter 

supplies! 

Your support of these products improves the 

quality of life for small farmers in developing 

countries and helps UUTC, which makes a 

small profit from the sales. 

Your coffee team (June Litchfield, Marilyn 

Miller, Jim and Judy Pierce and Marilynn  

Weber) wish you and your family a warm 

March. 

 

mailto:etville@gmail.com
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Ushers STILL Needed! 

Let’s help our usher coordinator by filling 

these usher slots for March and April! 

If you plan to attend a service and are willing 

to usher one or more of the slots below, 

please contact Susan Freeman at  

susanf442000@yahoo.com. 

Be assured that your help makes a huge 

difference! 

3/22 @ 9:30 Kay Webb and Becky Young 

 @ 11:00 ________ & ________ 

3/29 @  9:30 ________ & ________ 

 @ 11:00 ________ & ________ 

4/5 @  9:30 ________ & ________ 

 @ 11:00 ________ & ________ 

4/12 @  9:30 ________ & ________ 

 @ 11:00 ________ & ________ 

4/19 @  9:30 David Warinner & Christine 

Schmidt 

 @ 11:00 ________ & ________ 

4/26 One service—Rogow Room—10:30 a.m. 

 ________ & ________ 

 ________ & _________ 

You Are Needed 

Heather Layton needs volunteers on 

Easter Sunday, April 5. It's fun to be 

an Easter Bunny! Please call 

Heather at 553-3810 or email to 

creuutc@gmail.com for details. 

Meet Christine 
Christine Kligman has attended UU church-

es in various cities around the country, and 

is now a Friend of UUTC. She moved to  

Brevard from Saratoga Springs, NY, last 

year to be closer to extended family. She 

has two daughters living in California. 

Christine currently works for Transylvania 

County Schools. She enjoys traveling,  

movies and hiking, and is happy to become 

part of the UUTC family. Christine is  

pictured below with Lily. 

mailto:creuutc@gmail.com


March Outreach – SAFE, Inc. 

For the month of March, our Social Action Team is focusing on 

supporting SAFE Inc., a local agency which provides crisis  

intervention and life skills for victims of abuse. SAFE is the 

only agency in our county committed to breaking the cycle of  

domestic violence and sexual abuse. Victims are provided with 

safe shelter, treated with dignity and respect, and given the  

opportunity to create long-lasting changes that will result in a life free of violence and abuse.  

If you wish to support this agency, please make a check payable to SAFE Inc. and put it in the  

offering basket at a Sunday service in March. 

 
 

Jesus Seminar Coming April 10-11 
Making Sense of the Bible 

For the past eight years, the Jesus Seminar has come to UUTC each 

spring. This year's seminar will be held Friday evening, April 10, and 

through the day on Saturday, April 11. 

By popular demand, two outstanding scholars are returning to the 

seminar: Dr. Paul Jones, Professor of Religion at Transylvania  

University, and Dr. Perry Kea, Professor of Biblical studies in the Philosophy and Religion Depart-

ment at the University of Indianapolis. Both scholars are excellent communicators who present 

their material in a delightful and easy-to-comprehend manner. 

The theme is Making Sense of the Bible. How does one read an ancient text like the Bible with 

modern eyes? The Jesus Seminar will explore the history of interpretation and take a look at the 

parables and miracles of Jesus in an effort to make sense of the Bible for today. 

Pre-registration for the event (by March 27) is $60.00, with additional family members able to  

register for $50.00. You may register online at events@westarinstitute.org or use registration 

forms available at the desk of the church office. If you have questions about the event, you may 

contact Ann and Earle Rabb at 885-2874 or therabbs@comporium.net. 

 

Social Action is delighted to 
announce that your contributions 

to Bread of Life in February 
totaled $2572. 

“With or without speech, prayer is born 
of breath and bones, and hearts held 

open to ancient connection.” 

 Karen Herin in Writing to Wake the Soul 

mailto:events@westarinstitute.org
mailto:therabbs@citcom.net


K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar.  

ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.  

SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),  

a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to 

news@uutc.org. 

SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date, 

start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. 

Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone 

number is 828-877-6121. 

Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.  

Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.  

Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the 

brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the  

extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."  

Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

 

UUTC Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to create a community that 

encourages free spiritual discovery and 

growth, celebrates personal and religious 

diversity, and promotes active, responsible 

involvement in the larger community. 

 

Join Us! 
 

Discover what it means to have a personal 

faith which is anchored by diversity and  

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the 

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County. 

Contact information is below. 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/izu416ec26eizvz/AABlpZ2FmkYFahbC6lAdKK_Oa?dl=0
mailto:news@uutc.org
mailto:calendar@uutc.org

