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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY                                     A WELCOMING CONGREGATION 

Following Jesus in the Unitarian Universalist Way 

by Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. — Sunday, March 29 

Unitarian Universalists have inherited a unique and particular vision of what it means to  

follow Jesus. That vision grew out of many struggles and sacrifices on the part of those  

labeled heretics by orthodox churches. At the heart of our vision are freedom and responsi-

bility. We do not worship Jesus as God, but we hold him up as a model to emulate. Our 

point of departure for this reflection was expressed by Carl Jung in his words, “To follow 

Jesus means to live you own authentic life as truly as he lived his, in all its implications.” It’s 

a question of WWYD? (“What Would You Do if you were living out of your authentic Self?”) 

Sunday 

Sermon 

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30. 
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Sunday Children’s Programs 

Nursery care will be provided during  

both services. During the 11:00 service, 

Emily Atkinson  and Heather Layton will 

conduct Creating Home in the class-

room for children ages 4 to 8. 

 

Celebrate Our Youth! 

At our 9:30 service this Sunday, nine of our youth will be recognized for their partici-

pation in the Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum and will participate in the service. 

Congratulations to Greta Cullipher, Loie Felty, Ian Fox, Hiatt Gafnea, Wolfgang 

McQueen, Sofie Pandolfo, Mae Peterson, Sara Rain Tree, and Emily Sheffield. 

 



Next Week at UUTC 

Mindfulness Group – Mon 3/30 @ 7:00 pm 

Men’s Group – Tue 3/31 @ 9:00 am 

Eclectics Jam – Wed 4/1 @ 9:00 am 

Spiritual Formation – Wed 4/1 @ 5:00 pm  

Soup & Soul – Wed 4/1 @ 6:30 pm  

Board Meeting – Wed 4/1 @ 7:00 pm  

Women’s Meeting – Thur 4/2 @ 12:30 pm  

Drum Circle – Thur 4/2 @ 7:00 pm  

Sunday Brunch 
To avoid Easter, the “First-Sunday” Brunch will 

take place  THIS SUNDAY, March 29. 

Join us at the college dining hall after the  

second service for food and fellowship.  

Please contact Elizabeth Thompson at 

etville@gmail.com for more information. 

Women's Group 
All women are invited to our meeting on 

Thursday April 2 at 12:30 p.m. Bring your 

bag lunch and a treat to share if you like. We 

will focus on poverty in Transylvania County. 

Shelly Webb, Executive Director of Sharing 

House, will join us for discussion beginning 

1:00 p.m. For questions contact JoAnn Craw-

ford at nccrawford@hotmail.com. Soup & Soul 

Soup & Soul is an informal potluck for friend-

ship and meaningful discussion. It happens 

every Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30. Childcare 

can be reserved. The April 1 topic is Perma-

culture, led by Josh and Mallory Carter.  

VOLUNTEER BABYSITTERS ARE NEEDED 

this week to entertain several toddlers for an 

hour. Contact Sandy Jones at 828-884-4442. 

 

 

 

 
 

Child Care 

Soup and Soul is looking for a PAID volunteer 

to provide childcare one Wednesday a week. 

The pay is $11 an hour and a background 

check will be required. If interested, or if you 

know anyone who may be, please contact 

Heather at creuutc@gmail.com.   

UUTC wants to create a childcare provider 

list for current and future UUTC programs.  

All leads on enthusiastic, responsible and 

available childcare providers will be much 

appreciated.  

“I believe we’re all one family and 

need each other in times of grief 

and gladness. And I believe in the 

power of human ingenuity and  

people of goodwill to make a dif-

ference in the world. This is my  

credo as a Unitarian Universalist. 

It’s what Superman and I have in 

common.” 

Christopher Reeve 

mailto:etville@gmail.com
mailto:nccrawford@hotmail.com
mailto:creuutc@gmail.com


Party! Party! Party! 
We will serve a light lunch 

in the social hall and the 

sanctuary following Ernie’s 

last service with us, to be 

held in the Rogow Room on 

April 26. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! Please 

consider volunteering to reconfigure the 

sanctuary, prepare food, serve, or assist 

with clean-up. 

Call or email Jane Carter at 884-8898 or 

matsucarter@gmail.com or Sue Ziegler 

at 883-4342 or sue.ziegler@yahoo.com. 

We are looking forward to a great day! 

 

Will You Help with Meals? 

Our church family provides meals to help  

members and friends in times of ill health 

or other need. Loving Hearts and Helping 

Hands has provided such meals, and many 

other forms of caring. But UUTC has 

grown, and the Team needs volunteers 

to help provide food from time to time. 

The Team is organizing a structure to  

provide meals in a more efficient manner. 

IF YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO OCCA-

SIONALLY PROVIDE A MEAL OR PART 

OF A MEAL, please sign up on the sheet 

found on the church counter. Or you may 

call the church office at 877-6121 or email 

uutcadmin@comporium.net and Carol 

Moore will sign you up. 

The Team will create a rotating sched-

ule. Once you have taken a turn, your 

name will be moved to the end of the list. 

Of course you can also switch places as 

needed to accommodate your schedule. A 

coordinator will assist in arranging times 

and dates.  

Thank you for your caring! 

Goodbye and Hello! 

The Personnel Team received 

much interest in the part time 

Administrative Secretary posi-

tion which Carol Moore is  

vacating. It interviewed seven 

strong candidates over a two- 

week period. Becky Young was consid-

ered by our minister to be the best over-

all candidate for the needs of UUTC at 

this time. Becky was offered the job, which 

she has accepted. 

Becky will resign her elected position as 

Board President at its next meeting, to be 

held on April 1. She will begin her staff  

duties on Tuesday, April 7, training with  

Carol during April. Let’s welcome and sup-

port Becky in her new role! 

 

mailto:matsucarter@gmail.com
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Book Discussions 

The Adult Religious Exploration Team is sponsoring a book discussion on The 

New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander. It will to take place in three 90-minute 

sessions. One group will meet from 4:30 until 6:00 p.m. at the Lutheran Church 

of the Good Shepherd on three consecutive Wednesdays evenings, beginning 

April 8 and continuing on April 15 and 22. The second group will meet at UUTC 

every other Tuesday morning from 10:30 a.m. until noon, starting on Tuesday, 

April 7, followed by April 21 and May 5. Please email Virginia MacDonald at 

vrmacd@mtnwaves.net or call her at 828-862-6505 if you wish to join a group. 

__________ 

A discussion of the book Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life by Karen  

Armstrong is being led by Dave Hunter for Christians in Exile, which meets at the 

church on the second and fourth Mondays from 3:30 until 5:00 p.m. 

All are invited to join in this discussion, which began on Monday, March 23 with a 

video of Karen giving the UUA Ware Lecture. The programs will continue twice a 

month through Monday, June 8. For more information, please contact Jean Rowe 

at uurevjeanr@aol.com. 

 

 

Children’s Religious Exploration News 

Creating Home was hopping this past Sunday with 16 participants. The youth decorated chalices 

to take home as we explore the Unitarian Universalist symbols and their meanings. On March 29 

we will begin our session entitled Beehive. It focuses on the family home by investigating bees and 

their homes. What better time to talk about bees than springtime? 

Our Whole Lives, taught by Heather Layton and Morris Jenkins, was completed by nine UUTC 

teenagers. They met each Sunday from January through March and had two weekend retreats. 

Three of our youth had 100% attendance and the others missed only one session. This Sunday 

during the 9:30 service we will have a Recognition Ceremony for them. Several of our talented 

teens will sing , so please come out and support the youth. 

Easter Bonnet Contest for ALL members of the congregation on Easter Sun-

day during both services! Easter Egg Hunt during the 11:00 service! 

Youth Gift for Ernie On Sunday, April 19, Hannah Fox, will assist in creating a 

special gift for Ernie to be given to him at his last service on April 26. We will 

meet in the Library during the 11:00 service. We invite congregation members 

to stop in and add to the basket of goodies. Plan to join us that day! 

mailto:vrmacd@mtnwaves.net
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Pat Donohue in Concert at UUTC  
Friday April 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

Pat Donohue is a Grammy-winning fingerpicker. For more than fifteen 

years he was the lead guitar player for the Guy’s All Star Shoe Band on 

the NPR favorite Prairie Home Companion. A versatile guitarist’s guitar-

ist, Pat enjoys entertaining fans with intricate fingerpicking, easy wit, and 

nimble interpretations of old blues, swing, R&B and original tunes. His 

devotion to acoustic guitar has made him an American standard, as he 

echoes the tones of Robert Johnson, Charlie Parker, Merle Travis or Muddy Waters.  

“Donohue is a clever songwriter who uses intelligent, creative rhymes and wastes few words. His 

instrumentals display his characteristic of clarity and ingenuity, combining the essential qualities of 

the originals with his own recognizable fresh sound. He brilliantly mixes register changes, picking 

variations and tricks, and bass line melodies. Even the simplest musical conventions take on a 

richness under his fingers.”—Acoustic Guitar Magazine 

This is a great opportunity to hear a National Guitar Master in the sanctuary here at UUTC. You will 

meet Pat and have an opportunity to purchase one of his great CD’s. To preview of Pat’s incredible 

guitar skills, check out this video. If you stay to the end, he will teach you to play the song! 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Show at 7:00 p.m. 

Donation: $15.00 Adults, $10.00 Students (includes NC Sales Tax) 

To reserve your seat, contact Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County at 828-877-6121 or 

Jim Hardy at 828-862-6969.  

 

We Are Family  

The Fiscal Year 2015-16 Stewardship campaign We Are Family began last Sunday as people 

picked up their commitment letters after our services. The Stewardship Team mailed the balance of 

the letters on Tuesday, so you should shortly receive your copy.  

Please take time to consider the impact that UUTC has on you and your family’s lives as you make 

your commitment for this campaign. We are facing an increased budget due to the expenses  

involved in securing an interim minister as Ernie leaves us for his well-deserved retirement, and  

financing expenses related to our continuing growth.  

This year we are returning to a visiting stewards outreach  

program, in order to personally answer questions you may have 

about what is happening, and going to happen, in regards finding 

a new minister. We also want to hear how you feel about the  

programs and functions currently offered, and how we can better 

serve you and your family in the future.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0HTU-SfdV8


Brevard Cares—Property Cleanup for Those in Need 
Saturday Morning, April 18,  

Please consider participating in Brevard Cares Community Cleanup  

Project from 8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturday, April 18. It will begin after 

volunteers are served breakfast.  

The Social Action Team has frequently heard people say that they would 

like to participate in social action beyond writing a monthly check to  

deserving agencies. Here's your chance! 

The City of Brevard Police Department is organizing an outdoor proper-

ty cleanup for the elderly and those who need assistance. There may 

be some indoor painting projects. Family participation is welcome. Please 

put the date on your calendar and sign up on the sheet on the counter. 

Contact church members Nancy or Phil Davis at pandndavis@comporium.net or call them at 

877-4555 if you have any questions. 

 

C O M M U N I T Y      E V E N T S 

Empty Soup Bowl Lunch TOMORROW 

This annual event benefits the Bread of Life free community kitchen. Lunch will be served at the 

First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall in Brevard from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. tomorrow, 

Saturday, March 28. You can enjoy a soup lunch for $5.00. Or you can purchase lunch and a beau-

tiful hand-crafted bowl made and donated by a local potter for $18.00. Join your friends to support 

Bread of Life, which feeds the stomachs and the spirits of those in need in our community. 

Gardening with Native Plants TOMORROW 

Transylvania County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers will present a Gardening Spring  

Symposium at the Rogow Room of the public library tomorrow from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Dr. Larry 

Mellichamp, Director of UNC Charlotte Botanical Gardens, and Owen Carson, plant ecologist, will 

be featured. For only $5.00, learn about native plants for the home and about exotic invasive spe-

cies management. Refreshments will be provided. 

mailto:pandndavis@comporium.net


March Outreach – SAFE, Inc. 

This will be the last Sunday for our focus on supporting  

SAFE, Inc. If you wish to help this local agency provide crisis 

intervention and life skills training for victims of abuse, please 

make a check payable to SAFE, Inc. and put it in the offering 

basket on Sunday. 

 
 

Fifth Sunday Food Collection 

Please remember to bring food for Sharing House  

to church this Sunday, March 29, which is a FIFTH Sunday.  

There are baskets in the lobby for your donations.  

S O C I A L    A C T I O N    T E A M    N E W S 

Dinner at Schenck Job Corps 

The Social Action Team invites you to have dinner at Schenck Job Corps, the federally-funded job 

training program for low-income young people, ages 16-24, located in the Pisgah National  

Forest. Schenck was founded 50 years ago as part of the War on Poverty program.  

The culinary arts students at Schenck will cook dinner for the monthly meeting of the Community 

Relations Council, a group of concerned citizens who act as advocates for Schenck students. The 

date is Tuesday, April 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the dining hall on the Schenck campus.  

Price for the dinner is $7.00 per person. Come see what this 

worthwhile job training program is all about! A sign-up sheet is 

on the counter. 

Please sign up by Wednesday, April 8. If you want to car pool, 

meet at UUTC at 5:15 p.m. Please call Janet Benway at  

884-8830 if you have any questions. 

 

Climate Justice Month 

From World Water Day (March 22) through Earth Day (April 22), Unitarian Universalists and other 

people of faith and conscience will embark on a spiritual journey for climate justice. Each week 

will carry a different theme with inspiring daily messages; check out Commit2Respond.  

http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=mmoOO7w48b5j4n93vLy3bcB5McE5vppl


UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

April  2015 Sermons  

April 5    •    9:30 and 11:00 a.m.    •    Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. 

EASTER? 

Empty tombs, dyed chicken eggs, candy rabbits, spring equinox, and beautiful bonnets 

on parade . . . this is Easter? Does this assortment of things have anything in common 

with the holy day and how we celebrate it? Is there a universal message that shines 

through all of these diverse elements? Perhaps! We will explore this possibility on East-

er Sunday.  

April 12    •    9:30 and 11:00 a.m.    •    Rev. Shelly Webb 

CROSSING THRESHOLDS 

In the course of life we cross many thresholds by walking through many doors. Some-

times we are coming, and other times we are going. Thresholds are the liminal point of 

both beginning and ending, a sacred point in time and soul. Crossing thresholds takes 

courage and grace to let what will be emerge. 

April 19    •    9:30 and 11:00 a.m.    •    Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. 

WHY I AM A UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

From time to time people ask what it was that drew me to Unitarian Universalism and 

why I chose to leave the denomination in which I was raised and ordained to become a 

fully fellowshipped minister in the UU church. The answer is fairly simple. I can put it in 

one word: freedom. I will share what it has meant to me to have found a community 

which honors, respects and cherishes individual freedom. 

April 26    •    10:30 a.m. in the Rogow Room    •    Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. 

TO PLEDGE OURSELVES ANEW 

This is my farewell sermon to a community of souls which has partnered with me over 

the last 13 years to build the beloved community. It is a good time to remind ourselves 

of what we Unitarian Universalists hope to be and achieve in making the world a better 

place for all human beings and the planet itself. It is a good time to “pledge ourselves 

anew to that high cause” of justice, peace, and compassion. 

 

Nursery care will be provided during all services.  

Creating Home for ages 4 – 8 will be offered during the 11:00 service. 



K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar.  

ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.  

SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),  

a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to 

news@uutc.org. 

SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date, 

start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. 

Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone 

number is 828-877-6121. 

Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.  

Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.  

Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the 

brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the  

extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."  

Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

 

UUTC Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to create a community that 

encourages free spiritual discovery and 

growth, celebrates personal and religious 

diversity, and promotes active, responsible 

involvement in the larger community. 

 

Join Us! 
 

Discover what it means to have a personal 

faith which is anchored by diversity and  

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the 

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County. 

Contact information is below. 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/izu416ec26eizvz/AABlpZ2FmkYFahbC6lAdKK_Oa?dl=0
mailto:news@uutc.org
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