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RUMORS 

I was sorry to have missed our Stewardship Celebration last Saturday.  I hear it was a beautiful party 
with – no surprise – good food and door prizes!  However, before I could turn around I heard that 
some unfortunate rumors are circulating that threaten to sabotage our Stewardship campaign.  We 
have a clear idea of the source of these rumors and are taking steps to address them.  If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact me:  peghall1@gmail.com; 553-7541. 

Please reread and consider the Congregational Covenant that was thoughtfully created and toward 
which we have all agreed we would strive.  

HERE ARE THE FACTS: 

 We are taking out a line of credit so we can manage our cash flow. A line appears in the budget for 
this because our cash flow is uneven as pledges come in a variety of ways but our expenses are 
regular.  The line of credit is there but we don’t intend to use it unless it’s necessary. 

 Nothing is in this budget for moving the settled minister we hope to hire next year. 

 The total estimated cost for moving a second Interim Minister is estimated at less than $5,000, 
although I have heard a rumor circulating that the cost will be $20,000.  As a point of information, it 
cost only $3,000 to move Paula and Mark.  After extensive conversations between the UUA’s 
Settlement Office and UUTC Lay Leaders, the Board decided it was in the best interest of our 
community to have two different interim ministers to maximize the chance for a successful settled 
ministry.  Experience has shown that if we do not “do all our own work” before a Settled Minister 
arrives, that person will likely become an “unintentional interim”, and we will be back to a new 
search shortly.  So, although there may be some additional costs associated with a second interim 
minister, we believe that in the long term, this will be the wisest use of our assets.  

 We will end the year with $40,000 cash; our endowment account is about $40,000. 

 Our assets are significantly greater than $750,000, while liabilities are less than 
$60,000.  Therefore, we are in a very strong financial position.  

We are in the midst of significant change about the way we think and talk about money and the way 

mailto:peghall1@gmail.com
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/54dd09ace4b0aba22c06cb95/t/55106f0ae4b01013876608f6/1427140362511/UUTC+Congregation+Covenant.pdf
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we use it.  As a younger, smaller congregation it is understandable that we looked to see how much 

money we had or thought we could scrape together before we set our budget.  We have been in the 

habit of letting our finances dictate what we do while never having substantial conversations about our 

finances!  We are learning to ask what we want 

to do and then look to find the means to 

accomplish our goals.  When one wants to buy 

a guitar or go to college or learn to ride a horse, 

she looks for all kinds of ways to earn and save 

toward that goal.  We can let our Seven 

Principles motivate our budget preparation 

instead of hoping our budget will allow us to 

look beyond ourselves.  

In Covenant, 

Peg Hall, President 
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MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY...SO FAR by Dave Hunter 

Sunday, April 24th at 9:30 and 11:00am — coffee time between services                           

From Presbyterian, to Mormon, to Merton, Dave will share his personal search for truth and meaning 
in a message entitled “My Spiritual Journey… So Far.” A retired banking senior executive, Hunter 
serves as Team Leader for Adult Religious Exploration. He is known to his grandchildren as “Grumpy.” 
Dave and his wife Donna live in Connestee Falls with Murphy and Louie, the Wonder Cats.  

NEXT WEEK at UUTC  

Chair & Wall Yoga — Mon 4/25 @ 3:15pm  

Christians In Exile — Mon 4/25 @ 3:30pm 

Morning Meditation — Tues 4/26 @ 7:00am 

Men’s Group – Tue 4/26 @ 9:00am  

Dream Group – Tue 4/26 @ 2:30pm  

SMART Recovery – Tue 4/26 @ 6:00pm  

Eclectics Jam — Wed 4/27 @ 9:30am 

Being Group — Wed 4/27 @ 1:00pm 

Morning Meditation—Thurs 4/28 @ 7:00am 

LIVE @ UUTC — Thurs 4/28 @ 7:00pm 

Living the Tao — Fri 4/29 @ 10:30am 

Vitality Yoga — Fri  4/29 @ 1:30pm 

GAME NIGHT — Fri 4/29 @ 5:30pm 

PLEDGE for 2016-2017 —  TEAM MEETING NIGHT WED, 5:30PM 
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SOCIAL ACTION OUTREACH FOR APRIL—THE CHILDREN’S CENTER 

The mission of The Children’s Center of Transylvania County is to create, maintain and operate a 

center that coordinates a multidisciplinary approach for services for children who are at risk of or 

victims of neglect and abuse in Transylvania County. The number of children in crisis in this county is 

staggering. The Center partners with the police, sheriff, schools, the Department of Social Services 

and the health department to provide counseling for children and their families, offer a safe visitation 

site for children going through the court system, children in foster care and children in need of the 

basic necessities of life. They are the only agency in Transylvania County that does not receive city, 

state or Federal funding. 

S O C I A L    A C T I O N    T E A M    N E W S 

SUPPORT FOR REFUGEES 

Our Social Action Team is discussing the refugee issue and reports the 

following:  Spartanburg is the nearest  city relocating refugees.  We understand 

that Asheville is being looked into.  Financial support and providing packets to help folks get started 

are needed.  Our own UUSC (Unitarian  Universalist  Service  Committee) partners with several 

organizations through Refugee Crises Relief Fund and RAICES (Refugee and Immigrant Center for 

Education and Legal Services).  UUSC has a four star top rating from Charity Navigator. If you’d like 

to know more about the Syrian refugee crisis and how UUSC is involved, click HERE.  

SANDWICH SUNDAY  •  MAY 1ST, AFTER 

THE SECOND SERVICE 

Coffee time is never enough! Come enjoy being 

with Members, Friends and Visitors on Sandwich 

Sunday, May 1st, after the 11:00 service. Bring a 

sandwich (and one to share) and a piece of fruit or 

chips. The Membership Team will provide 

lemonade. Please join us for this expanded social 

time, either in the park or in the Social Hall. There's 

no need to sign up - but you can call Carol Moore at 862-6447 if you have questions. 

https://www.thechildrenscenteroftc.com/
http://www.uusc.org/updates/syrian-refugee-crisis-situation-strategy-partners-and-advocacy
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MINISTERIAL SEARCH UPDATE 

Your Ministerial Search Task Force has begun the 12 month process 

of finding the best minister available to be our next settled 

minister.  The task is daunting; the challenge is great; and the 

possibilities are exciting.  As a team, we are each committed to 

doing our very best on behalf of the congregation we all love.  Thank 

you for electing* us to serve and entrusting us with this mission. 

We want you to be well-informed of the process we are following and how far along we are at every 

point.  Several times a month we will give you a MINISTERIAL SEARCH UPDATE in the newsletter 

and the Sunday bulletin, as well as providing verbal information from time to time during the Sunday 

morning worship services.   

In early April we began the endeavor with a Friday evening, all day Saturday retreat.  At the retreat, 

we shared personal information and ideas, made procedural and voting rules, worked on a time-line 

for our activities, and developed our Ministerial Search Task Force covenant. 

We also selected our various responsibilities needed to accomplish our mission.  We elected Lauren 

Agrella-Sevilla and Bruce Kirkman as our Co-Leaders; Joanna Bliss and Bruce Kirkman as the 

Editors of the Congregational Report we will post on a secure website for prospective ministers to 

peruse; Betty Kendrick as the Arranger/Reference Checker for future ministerial visits; Earle Rabb as 

Communicator with the Congregation; Ben Browning as Congregational Survey Coordinator; and 

Joanna Bliss as Treasurer. 

Your Ministerial Search Task Force          *Search Task Force was elected at the Jan. 17th Congregational Mtg. 

TEAM MEETING NIGHT THIS WEDNESDAY! 

Pizza from 5:15 on, child care, team meetings at 6 p.m.  

We will begin with Team introductions and then break out. 

Team Leaders, please let GMAC or the office know your 

head count and pizza preferences. Looking forward to a 

productive evening! 

After April, we'll meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month.  Questions?  Contact gmac@uutc.org  

mailto:gmac@uutc.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

GAME NIGHT! •  FRIDAY, APRIL 29TH, 5:30PM 

Mark your calendar for April 29th’s Game Night! Hot & cold options 

for our meal this month, along with whatever delectable somethings 

are brought by others! This is just a time to have some fun and 

enjoy each other. Bring your favorite game! Childcare provided. Please sign up at the front counter so 

we know how many sandwiches to prepare. If tea or water is not attractive, please feel free to bring 

the beverage of your choice.  

If you (or your child) has food allergies, please bring something you know is safe to eat.  

WE DON’T HAVE TO SAY A 

THING (OTHERS DID IT FOR US): 

"Desmelik is a prime example of the 

stream of talent that is creating vibrant 

and vital music that needs greater 

exposure."   -lonesomehighway.com "It 

should be clear by now, the music of 

Dave Desmelik deserves much more 

attention. This American singer-

songwriter indeed writes not only roots music of a high level, but also writes roots music that sounds 

different from his peers, yet remains in this genre with an eye for tradition." 

-dekrentenuitdepop.blogspot.com (Netherlands) "Deep Down The Definition, the seventh solo effort 

from the Brevard, NC based singer/songwriter, is a remarkable collection of 14 new tunes, and it 

cements Desmelik's status as one of the gems of Western North Carolina's flourishing Americana 

scene."  Joshua Cole - Mountain Xpress 

“[Music]… is my therapy and if there is a god, then he or she or whatever it is knows I need this 

therapy. The power of music grabbed me early in life and I am so glad it has not let go of me.” — 

Dave Desmelik 

Intrigued? Join us on THURSDAY, April 28th at 7:00pm. Suggested donation: $15.00. Come support 

this talented musician! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS,  CONTINUED  

A JOURNEY INTO THE WORLD OF 

MINDFULNESS  •  SATURDAY,  MAY 7 

Approximately 8 am - 4 pm  with Vegetarian/Vegan-friendly 
lunch provided.  

The day will be led by practitioners of several different 
"styles" of contemplative practice.  

If there is enough interest from parents, children, and youth, we will hold a brief (approximately 30 
minute) session in guided imagery for people of all ages (3 and up.)  The Practice Period for All 
Ages is free to all who wish to attend this segment.  RSVP ASAP if you would like your child(ren) 
to participate, so we can incorporate this segment into the program.   

Fee: $15 including continental breakfast and a wholesome, vegetarian lunch (with vegan option.)  You 
are free to bring your own food if we cannot meet your dietary needs.  

Scholarships are available by contacting Paula Gable at revpaula@uutc.org.  We encourage an 
additional Love Offering for those who wish to practice generosity by helping to fund scholarships and 
child care, provided FREE upon request.  (We MUST KNOW in advance if you wish to have child care 
for part or all of the program.) 

Presenters/Practice Leaders:  

Ward Johnson, MFT, MS, a licensed therapist in NC and CA, will open the day by leading us in gentle 
warm-up exercises to increase our receptivity to Spirit. He has nearly 40 years of experience in 
offering psychological tools for self-healing. 

Rev. Dr. Paula Gable, Interim Minister of UUTC, will provide instruction and lead a session on Zen 
(meditation).   

Doug Bennett, author of What Color Socks Does God Wear? and Life and Spirit in the Quantum Field 
will speak on Awareness of God (The Intelligent Quantum Field). He will also lead an exercise to 
increase our understanding and awareness of the quantum field.  

We anticipate having at least one more popular teacher, but we are awaiting confirmation at press 
time. More information will be forthcoming shortly.  

Register online HERE to reserve a space.  For questions about the program, or to volunteer for the 
Team, contact revpaula@uutc.org   We need planners, gophers, cooks, furniture movers, flyer 
posters, PR gurus, and clearer-uppers, to name a few.  Create good karma by volunteering.   

Hope you can join us.  

mailto:admin@uutc.org?subject=mindfulness,%20child%20participation
mailto:revpaula@uutc.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbVxoE43PRFHhB5Z8L588keCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx3nx9jADX7jd9Dw40F6yWBQ=&ver=3
mailto:revpaula@uutc.org
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MEET OTHER SOUTHEAST UUs! 

The Southeast Unitarian Universalist 

Summer Institute is returning to WNC this 

summer, July 14-23rd, right in our 

backyard. Its a 6 night, 7 day UU 

extravaganza for ALL ages. The link is 

http://www.suusi.org/index.php. The 

offerings are many—go check them out! 

We have ordered a hard copy of the 

catalog and it will be available to peruse 

here at UUTC.  

Heather Layton and her son Rion attended 

SUUSI last year when it was at VA Tech 

and can answer questions you may have. 

Lynn Halsey has years of SUUSI 

experience and can be of assistance as 

well. It's FUN! 

 

Registration began April 15  •  Application for SUUSIships (scholarships)- April 30th 

Deadline for early registration $50 discount- June 1  •  On-line Registration closes July 1 

http://www.suusi.org/index.php


LEVERAGE: STOCK GIFTS LOWER YOUR TAXES MORE THAN CASH 

By donating appreciated stock, you can provide support for UUTC, either through our UUTC 

Endowment or the General Fund, while also lowering your taxes even more than a cash gift allows. 

When you donate stock or other securities to UUTC, you can take an income tax charitable deduction 

for the entire current value of the stock on the date it is donated (if you itemize, and subject to current 

IRS regulations). You can deduct the full current value of the stock that you donate, not the amount 

you originally paid for it. As an added bonus, when you donate appreciated securities, you will not 

have to pay any capital gains tax on those assets (if they have been held for more than one year). In 

effect, you can make a larger gift at a lower cost. For these reasons, a gift of appreciated securities 

may be one of the best ways for you to support Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County. If you 

have publicly traded securities held electronically in a brokerage account, you can transfer them by 

wire through the Depository Trust Company (DTC) to our brokerage account. This electronic transfer 

is the most popular and most efficient way to donate securities, and it is fairly easily to implement. To 

arrange this transaction, notify your broker of your intention to make a gift of securities to Unitarian 

Universalists of Transylvania County. Be sure to tell them the name of the stock that you want to 

transfer and the number of shares. Also, please inform your broker of the following information about 

where to send the donated securities:  

Brokerage: Ty Hendrix  

LPL Financial  

30 Green Acres Avenue  

Brevard, NC 28712 Phone: 828-884-4929     

 

DTC #: 0075 Account Name: Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County Account #: 2038-6982 

Tax ID #: 56-2159071 Prior to your transaction, please let us know of your intention to donate stock, 

so that we may alert our broker and ensure that your generosity is acknowledged accurately and 

promptly. Please include your name, complete mailing address, and the name and number of shares 

of the stock that you are donating. Upon the sale of the asset, we will provide you with a formal tax 

receipt of your contribution. If you would like to donate securities held in certificate form or other 

financial assets, or if you have any other questions, please contact Dave Roberts, Treasurer, UUTC, 

828-553-4461 or mailto:treasurer@uutc.org. Each inquiry will be handled discreetly and will place you 

under no obligation. Also, we encourage you to consult with your tax or financial advisor before 

making a gift of securities. Thank you for considering UUTC in your giving plans. 

STEWARDSHIP  
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UUTC Board of Trustees Agenda 

Tuesday, April 26th at 6:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Opening Words           Paula 

Approval of February Minutes      Susan 

Check in 

Standing Updates 

 Minister’s Report         Paula 

Treasurer’s Report       emailed 

Administration         email 

 AdCom re: restricted account 

Finance         

Property           No  

Stewardship Team       Gary 

Old Business 

DISCUSS specifics of use line of credit 

Policy for  ‘boundary violation’/abuse    No update 

New Business 

VOTE on 2016-17 Budget to present to congregation 

Adjourn  

From Our Policy Manual (page 2, Section I. General.): 

4. Open Meetings. All meetings pertaining to UUTC Ministry and Governance are open to observation. Meetings of 

any executive session, the Nominations Committee, Search Task Force, conflict resolution/dispute mediation and 

meetings on harassment/abuse of any form are excluded from this provision.  

Current UUTC Member Count:  154  Current Friend Count:     100 

1/24/2015 Certification:              166  1/24/2015:                         93  

2/01/2014 Certification:              183 
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YOGA WITH KASHMYRA ASNANI 

UUTC is partnering with Kashmyra Asnani to provide some yoga workshops and classes. The 

workshops are one-day events that introduce different types of yoga, so that you can find a “fit” to 

what works best for your needs. Classes are designed to provide ongoing support. Chair & Wall 

Yoga is offered on Mondays at 3:15-4:30pm. Vitality Yoga will take place on Fridays from 1:30-

2:45pm. YOU CAN NOW SIGN UP AT THE FRONT DESK. 

Chair & Wall Yoga is open to all fitness levels, including those who may need walking aids or 

wheelchairs.  With regular practice, students will see improved range of motion, flexibility and strength 

and reduced stress. Vitality Yoga focuses on youthful posture, correct 

movement mechanics, deep breathing and building core strength. This 

class is moderately paced, and students must be able to get down to and 

off the floor safely.  

For the scheduled slots in April, come test the waters! Find out if 

these classes might be a good fit for you. Kashmyra will work 

with you to increase your wellness. Suggested donation during 

this trial period is $10 per class.  

Pick up a brochure at the front counter for more information and check the 

Public Calendar online! 
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http://uutc.org/calendar/2016/3/21/chair-yoga-with
http://uutc.org/calendar/2016/3/21/chair-yoga-with
http://uutc.org/calendar/2016/4/22/vitality-yoga-with-kashmyra
http://uutc.org/calendar/?view=calendar&month=April-2016
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MOUNTAIN SUN & UUTC-SPONSORED  

POSTITIVE PARENTING CLASS 
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K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events. 

For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.  

SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410. 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.  

The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, 

NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org.  Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner 

of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders 

and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian 

Universalism."  
                         Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth, 

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,  

responsible involvement in the larger community. 

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED. 
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Read the latest UUA Southern Region Newsletter HERE! 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://www.uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1101393926380&ca=353e01ab-819c-47ee-a2d2-db33b9b9ce62

