
JUNE 13, 2014 

UU 
UPDATE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY                      A WELCOMING CONGREGATION 

UUTC 
UPDATE SEPTEMBER 30th,  2016 

Page 1       September 23rd,  2016  

NEXT WEEK at UUTC         

Sandwich Sunday!— Sun 10/2 @ 11:30pm 

WNC Refugee — Mon 10/3 @ 10:30am 

Chair Yoga — Mon 10/3 @ 11:00am 

Men’s Group – Tues 10/4 @ 9:00am 

Eclectics Jam — Wed 10/5 @ 9:30am 

Being Group — Wed 10/5 @ 1:00pm  

Team Mtg Night — Wed 10/5 @ 5:00pm 

Women’s Group — Thur 10/6 @ 12:30pm 

Drum Circle — Thur 10/6 @ 7:00pm 

Living the Tao — Fri 10/7 @ 10:30am 

Vitality Yoga — Fri  10/7 @ 1:30pm 

BEYOND CATEGORICAL THINKING  

by Mary Esther Johnson, UUA 

SINGLE SERVICE: Sunday, October 2nd at 10:30am     

Join us for coffee at 10:00am 

Workshop after the meal following the service! 

PARENTS: REGISTER SUNDAY FOR THE FALL CRE CURRICULUM! 

Meet Heather in the foyer this Sunday from 10-10:30am to sign your children up for Chalice Children 

or Moral Tales with Heather & Annie! 
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PERFORMING THIS SUNDAY DURING SERVICE —WOODSONG CLARINET CHOIR 

The Woodsong Clarinet Choir consists of amateur and professional musicians playing a variety of 6 

different clarinets, from the high E-flat to the low contra-bass. The Choir is in their 9th year of 

performing for groups throughout Western North Carolina. 

Conductor Steve Loew is a graduate of the Julliard School of Music. He then joined the United States 

Military Band where he performed with the 

White House Orchestra and was Assistant 

Solo Clarinetist. Currently Mr. Loew teaches 

at the Asheville Music School and performs 

regularly with Amici Music, the Asheville 

Clarinet Quartet, and many other groups. 

Featuring a variety of music, the Choir will 

demonstrate for you the beautiful harmonies 

and versatility of the clarinet. 

THIS SUNDAY IS SANDWICH SUNDAY — BRING A SIDE DISH! 
The Membership Team offers a monthly opportunity to break bread, 

connect more with friends and to welcome newcomers. Even if you do 

not intend to stay for the Beyond Categorical Thinking workshop, you 

are invited to join us for lunch.  

Tables will be set up inside for this weekend, and sandwiches will be 

provided—please bring a side dish or chips or fruit, etc. to flesh out the 

offerings!  The Membership Team will provide lemonade & tea. BYOB if 

you prefer! 

COMING OCTOBER 12TH: WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY WITH IAN 

“The Ritual Sacrifice of Black Men for the Creation of White Identity” will begin at 6:30pm; dinner 

begins at 5:30pm. Race is a social construction that uses a highly ritualized framework of human 

sacrifice, particularly of Black men, in order to create a cohesive and organized community of so-

called white people. Join Rev. Ian White Maher for discussion and conversation about the theological 

underpinnings of race in the United States. Dinner reservations are required! 
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WHAT IS AMAZON SMILE? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support 

your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no 

cost to you. When Prime members shop at smile.amazon.com, 

they find the exact same prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, 

with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to a favorite charitable 

organization. UUTC is a registered charity and participates in this program.  If you are a Prime 

Member, please consider selecting UUTC to receive this contribution from your purchases! 

SOCIAL ACTION FOR OCTOBER—  BACKPACK BUDDIES 

The Backpack Buddies program provides food packs on Friday afternoons to students who are in 

extreme need and are likely to have inadequate food over the weekend. Over 300 children received 

food last year. They have been nominated by school administrators, counselors, and teachers. Food 

packs are delivered each week by members of Rotary International.  

School year 2016-17 is the 9th year of this program under the 

auspices of Transylvania County Schools Nutrition Department. It is 

sponsored by Manna Food Bank, local churches, civic 

organizations, Change the World and YOU. Because of the 

increased regional demand for food, your help is desperately needed. 

 

Due to high demand, the amount of funding Manna spends on their packs has dropped from $5 per 

bag to less than $2 a bag. Therefore, if enough funds are received, your local sponsorship dollars will 

also provide a supplement to the now smaller Manna packs. $150 sponsors one child for the year. 

ALL Donations are appreciated! Please make your tax-deductible checks out to Change the 

World (a tax deductible 501(c)3 organization).  

CROP WALK 

If you can walk 3.5 miles in city streets, please consider joining our Crop Walk volunteers hoping to 

fight world hunger. Sign up in the lobby to walk and express gratitude for the blessings you have that 

so many others do not.  Sunday, Oct. 16, 3.5 miles, leaving at 2:00 pm from the Lutheran Church of 

the Good Shepherd.  If you cannot walk, can you donate?  Questions? Sue Null <suenull@rice.edu>  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2159071
mailto:suenull@rice.edu
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SPIRITUAL COMPETENCIES & SACRED RESPONSIBILITY 

In 1953, Unitarian theologian James Luther Adams published an essay called “Our responsibility in 

society” in which he wrote: 

"The churches of the left wing of the Reformation held that the churches of the right wing had 

effected only half a reformation. ... They demanded a church in which every member, under the 

power of the Spirit, would have the privilege and the responsibility of interpreting the Gospel and also 

of assisting to determine the policy of the church. The new church was to make way for a radical 

laicism -- that is, for the priesthood and the prophethood of all believers." 

Radical laicism is his term for a laity (members of a worship community) empowered with the 

authority to speak and bear witness to the sacredness of the world. He added the word 

“prophethood” onto the term “priesthood of all believers,” which was originally used by Martin Luther 

during the Reformation period. The priesthood of all believers 

is an essential element of Protestantism in that it denies the 

need for a priest as intermediary between the believer and 

God…or perhaps more powerfully stated it sees each person 

as capable of communicating directly with God. Instead of 

splitting the priests into the ‘sacred-tier’ and the laity into the 

‘secular-tier,’ Martin Luther imagined all of us together in what 

he called the “Christian estate.” Adams added to this belief by 

granting the sacred role of prophethood to the laity. We are 

not just protesters, we are not just activists, we are prophets. We all have responsibility for the sacred 

health of our society.  

Unitarian Universalists have picked up the prophethood mantle with gusto. We are known for our 

activism. However, rarely do we own this as prophecy. And I think, in some respects, this is because 

we have let go of claim on the lay priesthood. Many UUs have a general understanding of what they 

believe, but, in my experience, we often retreat from deeper conversations concerning theological 

topics like surrender, grace, theodicy and atonement.  

This is not our problem alone. We often credit Christians as knowing their Bible, but a recent study 

found over 60% of Christian parents insecure about teaching Biblical literacy to their own children. 

Discomfort when it comes to speaking about spiritual depth is not something that UUs alone struggle 

with. However, I really do believe in ‘radical laicism’ and would love to work with you to create a more 

articulate prophethood and priesthood here at UUTC. That is, to work with you on developing beliefs 

"a laity empowered 
with the authority 
to speak and bear 
witness to the 
sacredness of the 
world." 

https://books.google.com/books?id=ujPVWQKlFzcC&pg=PA153&lpg=PA153&dq=%E2%80%9COur+responsibility+in+society%E2%80%9D+james+luther+adams&source=bl&ots=5QNN4MispM&sig=ov20KBOqtF8FUL60_c3fzLAByRg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4p6mY6aXPAhWFWx4KHctoARgQ6AEIOjAF#v=onepage
https://books.google.com/books?id=ujPVWQKlFzcC&pg=PA153&lpg=PA153&dq=%E2%80%9COur+responsibility+in+society%E2%80%9D+james+luther+adams&source=bl&ots=5QNN4MispM&sig=ov20KBOqtF8FUL60_c3fzLAByRg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4p6mY6aXPAhWFWx4KHctoARgQ6AEIOjAF#v=onepage
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continued from page 4 

and language as they relate to the sacred issues of our time.  

About 10 or 12 years ago, Marlin Lavanhar, the minster at All Souls Tulsa, began a program of 

thematic preaching at his congregation and modeled it for our association online as a way to help his 

members develop what he called “spiritual competencies.” When I began my ministry, I used his 

thematic calendar to guide my preaching and teaching. Later I developed my own calendar because I 

wanted to go deeper into the nature of the “priesthood of all believers” feeling like his calendar  

(consciously or unconsciously) favored more secular themes.  

In conjunction with some of the worship teams here at UUTC, I’ve created a thematic calendar to 

guide my preaching and teaching for my year with you. Each month we will explore a theme in the 

Sunday experience. Additionally, I will be meeting with some of the different ministry groups at UUTC 

to see if we might find a common thread for our work based on these spiritual competencies. And I 

am open to other suggestions on how we might engender a stronger priesthood and prophethood 

here. I see this as an ongoing conversation. 

The spiritual competencies for the year are the following: 

September — Praise 

October — Beauty 

November — Surrender  

December — Stillness 

January — Grace 

February — Pilgrimage 

March — Threshold 

April — Commitment 

May — Celebration 

I hope that you find this a rich and rewarding worship experience. And I really look forward to working 

with you on your prophetic and priestly voices. The world is sacred. You do not need a priest to speak 

with authority on the sacredness of the world. But owning your sacred responsibilities does take 

some practice. It is in this arena that I aim to be most helpful to you.  

xo, Ian 
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Enormous thanks due to Vicki Held, Ann Rabb, 

Jean Bullivant (above) and Nancy Potter (with 

Kay Webb, left) for purchasing, setting up, 

breaking down, and coordinating this year’s 

picnic. We would also like to thank Anthony Dill, 

who was our grill master for the event! 
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ALICIA CARTER —AN AMERICAN SONGBOOK    

Saturday, October 8th, 7:00pm—Free at UUTC 

The program, “An American Song Book,” will consist of songs 

by such well known composers as George Gershwin, Irving 

Berlin, Harold Arlen, Leonard Bernstein and more.  Most of 

Dr. Carter’s concerts have consisted of classical art songs 

and arias, but she has always had a deep love of the great 

American song-writers of the last seventy-five years and this 

is her chance to perform some of their best loved popular 

songs. For more on Dr. Carter, visit our website.  

LHHH FALL LUNCHEON —WEDNESDAY, 

OCTOBER 19TH @ NOON 

Mark your calendar— a registration sheet is coming 

soon! This luncheon, sponsored by Loving Hearts 

and Helping Hands, will feature musical 

entertainment by Ed Hauschild and John Austin. We 

hope you will join us! 

Pictured at right: a scene from last year’s luncheon, 

as Leigh Johnson pours tea.  

DRUM CIRCLE, OCT 6TH @ 7:00PM    

Led by Doug Bennett,  our monthly drum circle 

is one of the most fun ways there is to boost 

your own immune system, control chronic pain 

and help you feel connected to others.  

Don’t have a drum? No worries! Doug brings 

plenty to choose from. Come join the group! 

http://uutc.org/calendar/2016/10/8/an-american-songbook
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN! 

Registration and Kick Off for the first ever UUTC Chalice Children 
RE Class is Sunday, October 2, starting at 10:00am (class will 
begin at 10:30am). We are very excited to welcome our new part
-time teacher Annie Burgess! Annie is currently a pre-school 
instructor at Mountain Sun Community School and is looking 
forward to working with UUTC youth ages 3.5-6 years old.    

We are also kicking-off the Moral Tales Tapestry of Faith 
Curriculum for ages 7 and up. Heather will teach this group in the 
room adjacent to the RE classroom. We are looking forward to 

having two RE classes during every Sunday service.  

Given our two classes, we are in need of two volunteers each Sunday. If you would like to 
learn more about volunteering for the CRE please contact Heather, cre@uutc.org or call 553-

3810. It's easy and fun!  

MORAL TALES — A UUA TAPESTRY OF FAITH CURRICULUM—AGES 7 & UP 

“Good stories, then, enlarge our student's minds and hearts. They help them to shed their preoccupation with self and 

to see what they have the potential to give or do. In other words, stories not only nourish the imagination. They nourish 

the soul.”   — Kevin Ryan and Karen Bohlin 

Moral Tales will: 

 Provide participants with an ethics- and faith-based framework for 

thinking about what it means to be just and good, introducing and 

reinforcing concepts such as interdependence, conscience, faith, 

empathy, forgiveness, compassion, awe, respect, non-violence, responsibility, courage, 

perseverance, cooperation, ecological balance, fairness, and being welcoming.  

 Strengthen participants' Unitarian Universalist identity by demonstrating the connection between 

the choices we make in our lives and the beliefs and attitudes we hold as Unitarian Universalists, 

including our Principles. 

 Introduce participants to stories drawn from a range of our Unitarian Universalist Sources 

including Christian and Hebrew scripture, worldwide cultural and religious sources, and 

biographies of Unitarian Universalists and others who have demonstrated Unitarian Universalist 

values in their actions. 

Contact Heather Layton at cre@uutc.org or 553-3810 with questions and to sign-up to volunteer.  

mailto:cre@uutc.org
mailto:cre@uutc.org


K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events. 

For previous issues of the UU Update, click HERE.  

SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our Minister is Rev. Ian White Maher. Reach him at ianuutc@gmail.com. (877) 510-5603 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.  

The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, 

NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org.  Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner 

of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders 

and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian 

Universalism."  
                         Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth, 

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,  

responsible involvement in the larger community. 

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED. 
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Read the latest UUA Southern Region Newsletter HERE! 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
http://uutc.org/docs/
mailto:ianuutc@gmail.com
http://www.uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://uuasouthernregion.org/home.html
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1101393926380&ca=ef4da5eb-d81f-4e1f-b3aa-b4d6acf4ce8b

