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NEXT WEEK at UUTC         

OFFICE CLOSED — MLK HOLIDAY 

Growing Younger — Mon 1/16 @ 11:00am 

Men’s Group – Tues 1/17 @ 9:00am 

Eclectics Jam — Wed 1/18 @ 9:30am 

Choir Rehearsal — Wed 1/18 @ 4:00pm 

Fellowship on Tap — Wed 1/18 @ 6:30pm 

BizHub Training — Thurs 1/19 @ 11:00am 

Living the Tao — Fri 1/20 @ 10:30am 

A CLOSET IS A DARK PLACE  

by Will Sims 

Sunday, January 15th at 9:30am and 11:00am     

Closets can be so dark and there is no way to think your way out of them. But grace comes from 
darkness. It comes out of the shadows when you are least expecting it and without warning.  

Join us for coffee between services at 10:30am 

USHERS NEEDED FOR 

SUNDAY THE 22ND! 

SIGN UP  

AT THE FRONT DESK! 

HOW OUT OF DATE IS YOUR DIRECTORY?  

If you aren’t using the Church Life, it could be VERY 

out of date! If you are a Member or Friend who would 

like to be able to contact other Members and Friends, 

request a Directory from the Admin. A .pdf document 

will be mailed to you, pronto! 

 

mailto:admin@uutc.org?subject=Request%20a%20Directory
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!       

 

This Sunday we will 

welcome several new (or 

returning!) members at 

the 9:30am service.  

Pictured here in order 

from left to right and top 

to bottom are: 

Anne Decker (signed 

9/11/16), Roberta Carver 

and Glenn Cockerham 

(signed 9/25/16), Lorraine 

Fink (signed 1/10/17), 

John Huggins (signed 

1/3/17), Erin and Kevin 

Lausch (Jackson & 

Jacob) (signed 9/22/16) 

and Alison Marlett 

(signed 9/11/16).   

After the service, these 

new Members will enjoy a 

brunch hosted for them at 

the home of Membership 

member Sandy Kirkman.  

Those who have a strong sense of love and belonging  

have the courage to be imperfect.  

—Brenen Brown 
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MEMBERSHIP MENU 2017 

 January 15th:  Welcoming Ceremony for Fall 2016 New Members during first service. 

 January 28th:  Members and Friends Photo Session with Mark and Barbi.  A Saturday morning in 

the Sanctuary.  Contact Barbi:  910.392.7045 

 April 1st (No Joke)  Spring Prospective Member Class, a Saturday with Ian, staff, and UUTC 

leaders. Lunch and Childcare.  Contact membership@uutc.org.  Fall class date is October 7th. 

 April 16th: Easter and Spring Signings and Welcoming Ceremony.  Contact 

membership@uutc.org. Fall date is October 15th. 

UPDATE THAT PHOTO! 

Members, Friends and Staff Photo Session - Saturday 
Morning, January 28th 

Mark Allison and Barbi Smith will be taking new photos and 

doing updates for our website and photo directory.  Sign up 

on the office counter or email membership@uutc.org with 

your phone number.  Barbi will call you with a time. The 

original date was changed in order to accommodate the 

Women’s Marches in Asheville & DC.  

TIME TO TAP INTO FELLOWSHIP?   DINNER & A BEVERAGE AT MAGPIE! 

Join us on Wednesday, January 18th at Magpie 

Meat & Three off King Street for a VARIETY of 

beverages and a great snack or meal, if you like! 

Email the office if you think you may come, so that 

we can give Magpie a heads up on turnout!  

The official “fellowship window” will begin at 

6:30pm. If you prefer to arrive earlier to have a meal 

before the socializing, or choose to have a meal WHILE socializing, or just wish to come socialize—all 

options are open. Magpie Meat & Three has a plethora of brews to choose from and a limited wine 

selection. To review their menu, click HERE.  

mailto:membership@uutc.org
mailto:membership@uutc.org
mailto:membership@uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://magpiemeatandthree.com/
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YES, NO OR ABSTAIN?     

Annually, UUA requests that congregations be certified to better track national trends, congregational 

needs, and to prepare for General Assembly. How shall Unitarian Universalists lead?  

The inserted text below is copied from the UUA’s Certification site. Your Board of Trustees would like 

to know your feelings about the single question presented below—Should the Statement of 

Conscience entitled “Escalating Inequality” be placed on the final agenda of the 2017 General 

Assembly?   

A link to the complete text is available below. Take a gander at it, and then let your leaders know 

whether to support the Statement—or not! The Board must choose by the 24th of January. 

https://www.uua.org/economic/escalatinginequality/escalating-inequality 

https://www.uua.org/economic/escalatinginequality/escalating-inequality
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SOCIAL ACTION AGENCY FOR JANUARY—THE HAVEN 

The Haven is Transylvania County’s two-building shelter for homeless 

families and individuals of all ages.  The Haven works with other 

community agencies to prevent long-term homelessness and to 

promote sustainable outcomes for its residents.  Your donation will 

support our fellow citizens as they work toward reaching self-sufficiency 

and permanent housing. Last year, UUTC gave $2103.00 and 70lbs of 

food. This is an opportunity to give, not an obligation. 

NOMINATING YOUR LEADERS 

The Nominations Team needs to know who you 

want to lead UUTC! We will have three vacancies that 

need your input— President-Elect of the Board, a Mem-

ber At Large of the Board, and a member of the Nomina-

tions Committee. Members staying on the Nominations 

Committee are Carolyn Fredley and Virginia MacDon-

ald—Isabel Lynch will be rotating off.  Ben Potter will be leaving the Board, as will Gary Kendrick. 

Who do you think would represent you well in these roles? Send an email to nominations@uutc.org 

and tell the Nominations Committee who you want and why. Your email will go to all three members 

automatically, letting them all see who you would love to see representing you. Be thoughtful. Many 

who may not think of themselves as “leaders” would be excellent in the roles of “At Large” and for 

Nominations. Anyone who you recommend must have been a Member for at least two years.  

If you prefer to call, give the fabulous Isabel Lynch a ring at  828-877-4170.  

Thanks for your help! 

APPLE TV… OLDER MODEL 

One addition we still need to simplify connections for all in the classroom is an older model Apple TV 

to allow iPhone and iPad users to mirror their devices to the TV. This would be especially useful for 

CRE in teaching our youth songs—these can be streamed from YouTube. If you upgraded your 

AppleTV recently, we’d love your old one! Thanks in advance if you can help.  

mailto:nominations@uutc.org
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HOW MANY KIDS DID YOU SAY?!!?       

Every year, UUTC reports (as all congregations do) to the UUA on our membership, outreach and 

initiatives. One of the things we report is the number of youth served through our programs. Last year, 

the number reported was 26. This includes nursery, younger children and youth through high school.  

This year, that number has ballooned to 58. Yes, you read that correctly! Our Youth Group numbers 

11; the nursery provides services to 13 little ones; and we have 34 children registered for our Sunday 

CRE classes. Not everyone attends each Sunday, of course, and our Youth Group generally meets in 

the evenings instead of Sunday mornings...though you have seen a couple of them in roles on 

Sundays, such as Ian Fox in the sound booth and Emily Sheffield singing.  

Kudos to Heather, Annie, Trisha and all those helping create space and time for our youth! 
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TIME FOR ALL AGES PREVIEW—HEATHER LAYTON 

The third Sunday of each month, during the 2nd service, is our special TIME FOR ALL AGES, a UU 

tradition in many congregations. This month’s worship theme is GRACE and the Time for All Ages 

story chosen for this month is Martin's BIG Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. written 

by Doreen Rappaport and Illustrated by Bryan Collier. 

This Monday, January 16th is officially the Dr. Martin 

Luther King Day holiday, first celebrated in 1986. Dr. 

King is truly a role model for everyone, every country, 

every peoples and his legacy lives on strong in the 

Religious Exploration classrooms of Unitarian 

Universalist congregations. I wanted to share a note 

from the illustrator of this book prior to this Sunday so 

you may look a bit more closely at each image. 

"When I close my eyes and think about Dr. King’s life, 

the main image that comes to me over and over again is 

that of stained-glass windows in a church. For me, 

windows are metaphors in a lot of ways. In the dark, 

they blaze out at you like beams of light. The multiple 

colors symbolize multiple races. Stained glass windows are also a vehicle to tell the story of Jesus. 

And, whether you're on the inside or outside, windows allow you to look past where you are.  

I use metaphors throughout my work. The four candles 

in the last picture, for example, represent the four girls 

who were killed in the 16th Street Baptist church. Their 

light shines on. In illustrating the life of Dr. King, I 

wanted to bring a fresh spin to a story that's been told 

many times. In some places, the imagery had to stay 

true to history. In others, I tried to push an emotional 

level that allows the reader to bring his or her own 

experience to it, without actually losing the intensity or 

the intention of the story. Collage is a perfect medium 

for this; it allows me to piece together many different 

things that have no relationship to each other, until 

they're put together to form a oneness."- Bryan Collier 
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Singer, songwriter, and multi-instrumentalist Matt Venuti’s solo performances have been labeled 
“Ambient Fusion” and “Acoustic Alternative” but words often fail to categorize the immersive 
experience that Matt’s concerts are known for. Lush vocals supported by a bevy of captivating 
instruments deliver a melodic and poetic journey…one that traverses the heart and soul of a man who 
has experienced a full gamut of the joys and challenges of life.  

Matt has a history of performing at progressive events like the TED and TEDx conferences and 
diverse venues that range from house concerts to concert halls. Visit www.mattvenuti.com for his 
extended bio, album releases and music videos. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25TH @ 7:00 — Doors open at 6:30pm! Suggested Donation: $10 

“A soul-stirring Maestro who invokes the essence of love into his music” 

Jill Lawson, Huffington Post 

 

“Awe inspiring and unforgettable” 

Music Industry News Network 

 

“Akin to the Aurora Borealis for your ears”- 

James Stimpson, Charlottesville Weekly 

 

“A self-styled, modern day Rumi” 

Midwest Records 

 

“Matt’s performance opens the heart, quiets the mind and touches the soul” 

Arun Gandhi, author, lecturer, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi 

MATT VENUTI: LIVE @ UUTC 

To Register, Click HERE! 

http://www.mattvenuti.com/
http://conta.cc/2j2hEUU
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YOUR MINISTERIAL SEARCH TEAM UPDATE 

The day has finally arrived!  We now have a list of potential ministerial candidates supplied by the 

Unitarian Universalist Association Ministerial Settlement Office in Boston.  We have a number of 

potential candidates who have expressed an interest regarding the possibility of becoming the 

minister of our congregation.  While we cannot relate details about the individuals on the list, we can 

say that the candidates seem excited about us.   

Over the next several months we will be communicating with these candidates in a variety of ways.  

We will exchange “packets” of information about our congregation and material regarding their own 

life and ministry.  We will have email and phone conversations; we will do video conferences; and 

finally we will select the three candidates whom we believe to be the best fit to serve as our next 

settled minister.  We will meet personally with each of these three candidates. 

You may wonder why we cannot describe the candidates to you.  While you are entitled to know the 

process we are following and how far along we are at every point, we have agreed with the UUA to 

keep confidential the names and details of the ministers under consideration and the details of 

committee business.  There are several reasons for “keeping mum” and the rule of confidentiality: 

First, ministers settled in a congregation may have not told their present parishioners that they are 

contemplating a move.  These parishioners are entitled to hear the news from their own minister at 

the appropriate time.  To “leak” a minister’s name can undermine his or her ability to serve the present 

congregation and will almost certainly damage our chances of attracting that potential candidate. 

Second, when the identities of potential candidates are known, it heightens the competitive aspect of 

the search process.  This hurts the collegial feeling among ministers and congregations.  When the 

congregation is looking over the shoulder of the Ministerial Search Team, it becomes much more 

difficult for the Team to do its work of finding the minister who is the best fit to be our next settled 

minister. 

Remember, confidentially is not secrecy.  We will keep you informed of the process every step of the 

way.  If you have questions, please contact a member of the Ministerial Search Team and we will 

respond to you in the best possible manner. 

 

Your Ministerial Search Team, 

Lauren Agrella-Sevilla, Joanna Bliss, Ben Browning, Betty Kendrick, Bruce Kirkman, Earle Rabb  



K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events. 

For previous issues of the UU Update, click HERE.  

SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our Minister is Rev. Ian White Maher. Reach him at ian@uutc.org or by calling (877) 510-5603. 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.  

The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, 

NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org.  Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner 

of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders 

and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian 

Universalism."  
                         Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth, 

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,  

responsible involvement in the larger community. 

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED. 
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Read the latest UUA Southern Region Newsletter HERE! 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
http://uutc.org/docs/
mailto:ian@uutc.org
http://www.uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://uuasouthernregion.org/home.html
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1101393926380&ca=f1e14d42-0a6d-4db2-8adf-547b1cbb6aa4

